
 

 

 

 

 

M I N U T E S 

 

 

Lansing Central MVTF Office November 5, 2014 

Lansing, Michigan 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 

 

Board of Trustees and Staff 

 

Chairman John E. James, present 

Vice Chairman Charles Kosal, present 

Trustee Jason Biber, excused 

Trustee Robert Williams, present 

Trustee Barry Wood, excused 

Trustee Shawn Wilson, present 

Trustee Brandi McBride, present 

 

Lindell Holm, Director 

Mary Kay Robinson, Financial Supervisor 

Dawn Bollis, Dept. Analysis 

Erik Napieralski, Dept. Tech 

 

   

Chairman John E. James called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Notice of Open Meetings Act Compliance 

 

Ms. Robinson stated that the meeting notices were posted pursuant to Public Act 267 of 1976, the Open Meetings Act. 

 

Introduction of Guests 

 

None 

 

Public Comments 

 

None 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

A MOTION (Kosal/Williams) to approve the Public Minutes, of October 7, 2014, passed and carried. 
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Appeals & Reviews - Reconsideration  

 

There were no personal hearings conducted at the November 5, 2014 emergent need work session.  A total of 45 

appeals and reviews were considered.  

 

Case RR-1 (Bay County) DENIED (Kosal/Williams) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for a new roof ($4,775.00) 

because sufficient income and/or assets are available to meet necessary expense(s). Previous grant assistance has not 

resolved the situation. 

 

Case RR-2 (Bay County) DENIED (Williams/Wilson) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for propane ($439.80) because 

no unforeseen emergent need was identified per Board Policy. 

 

Case RM-3 (Genesee County) PARTIAL (Wilson/McBride) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for medical bills ($4,020.00) 

because an unforeseen temporary emergent need is not presented. 

 

Case RH-4 (Genesee County) DENIED (McBride/Kosal) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for a new water well 

($4,400.00) because your case has been referred to the MiVHAP. 

 

Case RH-5 (Grand Traverse County) DENIED (Kosal/Williams) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for a roof ($4,875.00) because 

there is no reasonable expectation that a grant would enable the applicant to resume his/her financial responsibilities. 

 

Case RH-6 (Ingham County) APPROVED (Williams/Wilson) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees approved your application authorizing no more than $6,356.00 for a furnace. 

 

Case RH-7 (Lake County) DENIED (Wilson/McBride) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application as there is no reasonable 

expectation that a grant would enable the applicant to resume his/her financial responsibilities. 

 

Case RH-8 (Sanilac County) APPROVED (McBride/Kosal) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees approved your application authorizing no more than $3,066.36; for water lines 

($1,575.00) and tap in fees and other charges ($1,491.36). 

  

Case RM-9 (Sanilac County) DENIED (Kosal/Williams) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for dental work ($5,616.00) 

because an unforeseen temporary emergent need is presented. The applicant should investigate Dental Care Credit, 

North Dental Plan, Dental Schools, Health Department, Dental Access funds pursued through your dentist, Delta 

Dental and MetLife to address dental requirements. 

 

Case A-10 (Houghton County) APPROVED (Williams/Wilson) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees approved your application authorizing no more than $5,812.00 for a new chimney. 

 

Case A-11 (Montcalm County) DENIED (Wilson/McBride) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for home repairs ($4,395.00) because an unforeseen 

temporary emergent need is not presented. Other agencies should be contact. 
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Case A-12 (Oakland County) APPROVED (McBride/Kosal) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees approved your application authorizing no more than $2,432.72; for electric ($1,846.72) 

and heat ($586.00). 

 

Case A-13 (Sanilac County) DENIED (Kosal/Williams) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for $3,939.04; for rent ($1,200.00), vehicle registration 

($71.00), vehicle insurance for six months ($1,241.00) and court fees ($1,427.04) because there is no reasonable 

expectation that a grant would enable the applicant to resume his/her financial responsibilities. 

  

Case A-14 (Wayne County) DENIED (Williams/Wilson) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for heat and electric ($2,539.18) because there is no 

reasonable expectation that a grant would enable the applicant to resume his/her financial responsibilities. 

 

Case A-15 (Oakland County) DENIED (Wilson/McBride) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for $11,699.31; for doors and windows ($9,937.00), heat 

and electric ($1,715.71) and medical bills ($46.60) because there is no reasonable expectation that a grant would 

enable the applicant to resume his/her financial responsibilities. 

 

Case A-16 (Kalamazoo County) DENIED (McBride/Kosal) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for $2,000.00; for rent ($1,600.00) and auto repairs 

($400.00) because there is no reasonable expectation that a grant would enable the applicant to resume his/her 

financial responsibilities. 

 

Case A-17 (Oakland County) DENIED (Kosal/Williams) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for vehicle repairs ($2,000.00) because sufficient income 

and/or assets are available to meet necessary expense(s). 

 

Case RH-18 (Oscoda County) DENIED (Williams/Wilson) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for a new roof ($8,600.00) 

because an unforeseen temporary emergent need is not presented. Other agencies should be contacted. 

 

Case RH-19 (Wexford County) DENIED (Wilson/McBride) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for a new roof ($6,000.00) 

because sufficient income and/or assets are available to meet necessary expense(s). 

 

Case RH-20 (Genesee County) DENIED (McBride/Kosal) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for a new roof ($4,950.00) 

because the need was addressed by another program. 

 

Case A-21 (Ingham County) DENIED (Kosal/Williams) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for $732.00; for rent ($660.00) and 4 month bus pass 

($72.00) because you do not meet the eligibility requirements per Board Policy #102. P.A. 190 and the DD-214 

provided eligibility has not been met for grant assistance because the required 180 days of honorable active duty 

during a wartime period was not service, or an Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal was not received, or a separation 

was not due to physical or mental disabilities incurred in the line of duty. 

 

Case A-22 (Wayne County) DENIED (Williams/Wilson) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for a vehicle purchase ($1,595.00) because there is no 

reasonable expectation that a grant would enable the applicant to resume his/her financial responsibilities. 

 

Case A-23 (Muskegon County) DENIED (Wilson/McBride) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for heat ($1,226.19) because there is no reasonable 

expectation that a grant would enable the applicant to resume his/her financial responsibilities. 
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Case A-24 (Muskegon County) DENIED (McBride/Kosal)  

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for propane ($579.74) because previous grant assistance 

has not resolved the situation. 

 

Case A-25 (Berrien County) DENIED (Kosal/Williams) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for $2,963.62; for heating ($955.91) and auto repair 

($2,007.71) because there is no reasonable expectation that a grant would enable the applicant to resume his/her 

financial responsibilities. 

 

Case RO-26 (Oakland County) DENIED (Williams/Wilson) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for household items and 

appliances ($4,473.00) because sufficient income and/or assets are available to meet necessary expense(s) 

 

Case RH-19(2) (Oakland County) DENIED (Wilson/McBride) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for a septic field ($26,500.00) 

because an unforeseen temporary emergent need is not presented. 

 

Case RR-27 (Cass County) DENIED (McBride/Kosal) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for $1,115.48; for rent 

($750.00) and auto payment ($365.48) because previous grant assistance has not resolved the situation. 

 

Case RH-28 (Berrien County) DENIED (Kosal/Williams) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for a new roof ($6,370.00) 

because an unforeseen temporary emergent need is not presented. 

 

Case RH-29 (Berrien County) DENIED (Williams/Wilson) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for $12,543.24; for house mold 

($681.24) and wall repair ($11,862.00) because an unforeseen temporary emergent need is not presented. Other 

agencies should be contacted. 

 

Case A-30 (Oakland County) PARTIAL (Wilson/McBride) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees partially approved your application authorizing no more than $3,000.00 for water 

mitigation. The remaining $2,325.00; for wall cracks ($650.00) and floor repair and replacement ($1,675.00) are 

disapproved because sufficient income and/or assets are available to meet necessary expense(s). 

 

Case RH-31 (Kalkaska County) DENIED (McBride/Kosal) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for a new pole barn roof 

($5,275.00) because an unforeseen temporary emergent need is not presented. 

 

Case RR-32 (Cass County) DENIED (Kosal/Williams) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for dentures ($970.00) because 

sufficient income and/or assets are available to meet necessary expense(s). 

 

Case RH-33 (Lake County) DENIED (Williams/Wilson) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for $15,648.22; for a new roof 

($11,332.22), new furnace ($3,628.00) refrigerator ($388.00) and a hot water heater ($300.00) because applicant’s 

situation requires a more long term solution than the Trust Fund is designed to resolve. 

 

Case A-34 (Lapeer County) PARTIAL (Wilson/McBride) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees partially approved your application authorizing no more than $2,236.82; for heating gas 

($525.38) and auto payments ($1,711.44). The remaining request for mortgage payment ($840.00) is disapproved 

because you do not meet the eligibility requirements per Board Policy #109. 
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Case RH-35 (Macomb County) DENIED (McBride/Kosal) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for mortgage ($4,928.02) 

because another program is reviewing your case. 

 

Case A-36 (Oakland County) DENIED (Kosal/Williams) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for $4,179.00; for mortgage ($3,594.68), heat ($290.00) 

and water/sewer ($294.32) because sufficient income exists to meet necessary expenses. 

 

Case RH-37 (Genesee County) DENIED (Williams/Wilson) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for $6,160.00; for heat/electric ($1,000.00) and a new 

roof ($5,160.00) because an unforeseen temporary emergent need is not presented. The applicant is being referred to 

MiVHAP program (517) 284-5296. 

 

Case A-38 (Oakland County) DENIED (Wilson/McBride) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for mortgage ($1,827.84) because previous grant 

assistance has not resolved the situation. 

 

Case RH-39 (Isabella County) DENIED (McBride/Kosal) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and disapproved your application for new windows ($3,856.54) 

because there is no reasonable expectation that a grant would enable the applicant to resume his/her financial 

responsibilities. 

 

Case A-40 (Kalamazoo County) DENIED (Kosal/Williams) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for auto repairs ($314.69) because there is no reasonable 

expectation that a grant would enable the applicant to resume his financial responsibilities. 

 

Case A-41 (Oakland County) DENIED (Williams/Wilson) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for a new washer and dryer ($2,304.54) because sufficient 

income and/or assets are available to meet necessary expense(s). 

 

Case A-42 (Lapeer County) DENIED (Wilson/McBride) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for 2012 property taxes ($2,428.55) because Michigan 

Veterans Trust Fund has previously granted assistance for property taxes. 

 

Case A-43 (St. Clair County) DENIED (McBride/Kosal) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for a new roof ($12,000.00) because sufficient income 

and/or assets are available to meet necessary expense(s). 

 

Case A-44 (Oakland County) DENIED (Kosal/Williams) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees disapproved your application for $2,964.11; for auto/renter’s insurance ($1,164.11) and 

rent ($1,800.00) because the applicant’s situation requires a more long term solution than the Trust Fund is designed 

to resolve. 

 

Case RO-45 (Osceola County) APPROVED (Williams/Wilson) 

 The MVTF Board of Trustees reviewed your request and approved your application authorizing no more than 

$3,821.80 for electricity. 

 

 

The total amount authorized for emergency grants approved was 9/48 for$29,968.45.  Approved 6/27 Appeals for 

($18,614.55), 1/6 Review/Housing for ($2,000.00), 2/3 Review/Medical for ($9,353.90), 0/0Review/Conflict of Interest for 

($0.00), 0/4 Review/Repetitive for ($0.00) and 0/8 Review/Other for ($0.00). 
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Accounting Report 

 

Trustees discussed the monthly reports received from Treasury. 

 

County & District Committees--Committee Appointments 

 

A MOTION (Kosal/Williams) to accept the following appointments and reappointments, passed and carried. 

 

The American Legion recommends the following reappointments: 

    Name County Term of Service 

Anne Thompson Ingham 12-31-2017 

Patrick Flynn Hillsdale 12-31-2017 

John Hastings Antrim 12-31-2017 

Donald Hall Gladwin 12-31-2017 

Kenneth Kelly Ottawa 12-31-2017 

 

The American Legion recommends the following new appointments: 

    Name County Term of Service 

Jack Treppa Oscoda 12-31-2017 

Steven Myers Tuscola 12-31-2017 

 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars recommends the following reappointments: 

    Name County Term of Service 

William Ogden Livingston 12-31-2017 

Stanley Preidis Manistee 12-31-2017 

 

The DAV recommends the following reappointments: 

    Name County Term of Service 

William Dollar Marquette 12-31-2017 

Walter Hayes Wayne 12-31-2017 

 

Please accept the following new Independents recommended for approval: 

  Name County Term of Service 

Frank Slagel Ionia 12-31-2016 

Gerald Dennis Kent 12-31-2016 

 

 

 

Please accept the following re-appointments of Independents recommended for approval: 

   

  Name County Term of Service 

Steve Tracy Midland 12-31-2016 

James Wegener Grand Traverse 12-31-2017 

Charles Rousseau Alger 12-31-2017 
 

Unfinished Business  
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A MOTION (Williams/Kosal) to accept the new Procurement procedure for electronic devices, passed and carried. 

 

New Business 

 

Director Holm informed the Trustees about meeting he attended at Piquette Square in Detroit. Piquette Square is a homeless 

shelter for veterans. After further discussion the Board of Trustees have elected to have their December 2, 2014 board 

meeting at Piquette Square where they will also learn more on the goals of Piquette Square.  

 

The Board of Trustees recommended changing policies 108 and 109 so the state, “approved work will be completed within 

the time frame of 5 months”. 

 

A MOTION (Williams/Wilson) to accept the 2015 Board Meeting schedule, passed and carried. 

 

MVTF Board Activities 

 

Trustee Williams was informing the Trustees of the district meetings he has been attending for the VFW and getting the word 

out on the 1-800 number for the Resource Center and the surprise that so many people are unaware of this benefit. 

 

MVTF Staff Activities 

 

Director Holm will be attending the donation ceremony of the Forgotten Eagles in Saginaw on Sunday, November 9, 2014. 

Any of the Board members are welcome to attend. 

 

Good of the Order 

 

Chairman James and Trustees Kosal informed the Board of Trustees of contacts they have had with different businesses that 

are trying to employ veterans.  There was discussion and will re-visit this after the first of the year. 

 

The Board of Trustees agreed to change the Board meeting start time from 10:30 to 10:00. 

  

Adjourn 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 12:06 pm 

 

Approved: 

 
_____________________________  
John James, Chairman 

 

__________________________ 

Date 


